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‘Our case was she did not f ¢ stereotypical notions held by M uslzm men of how M uslzm women

| should act .

Flred

Prmc1pal *

‘ 'Awal‘ded

, A ]ury agrees there was -

sex dlscrumnatlon in the"

woman’s dlsmlssal from
a Garden Grove Islamlc
.elementary school. A

cultural clash is blamed. -

By JEFF GOTTLIER:
Times Slaff Writer -

Ed Connor, attomey for Zakiyyah Muhammad -

A Supenor Court jury has or-
. .dered the. Islaxmc ‘Society - of
. 'Orange County and two of its of-

ficials to pay the former principal
of its elementary ‘school nearly
$800,000, agreeing that they dis-

-’ criminated against her When she
‘was fired two years ago. ‘
Zaklyyah Muhammad, an Af- -
~rican Americanwoman who con-
verted. to- Islam, was fired after
serving- five years as pringeipal of
' the Orange Crescent School in
: Garden Grove. i ‘
- Although the’ Jury ‘did not:
- have to specify what type of dis-
‘erimination was " involved, Ed

Connor, Muhammad’s attorney,

. said Monday the main thrust of
_the ‘case was gender bias be-.

cause his client had ‘challenged
her male superiors. The jury said
it found no evidence to support
the separate ‘accusation of racial

_bias."

 ““Qur case was she did hot fit

stereotyplcal notions held- by

‘Mushm men of: how  Muslim’

women should act,” he said.
.Muhammad - 'said ‘her case

- showed the cultural schism that -
can exist between U.S. -born Is-
lamic women who believe they
- are equal to men and Islamic im-

migrants from Asian and Middle

Eastern' countiies, where many
. women are subservient. ~ .

Muhammad and Connor said
they were challengmg niot, Islam

'but cultural practices. Both said
the religion ensures equahty be- -
. tween the sexes. '

“The revelatlon of the. Koran
is not a_nt1thet1cal to.the Consti-
tution of the United States,” Mu-
hammad said.

.. She questloned the authority of an elder,and she’ sa woman and he s amdn.’

. Barbara; Fitzgerald, attorney

for” the ‘defendants, - said, “The
- verdict is erroneous and will be:

corrected . ‘on’ appeal” . She

. Wouldn’t ‘comment further. - -

“The: Supenor Court jury of -

- eight women and four men delib-
. erated. two days before reaching -

a verdict Friday afternoon: The
jury ordered the Islamic Soc1ety ,
which runs the school; Dr. Fazal

. ' ‘Mirza, president ‘of its school
- board; and board treasurer Re-

fat Abodia to pay Muhammad : -

* $788,000, which includes punitive
. damages 0f$130,000. ‘

- [See School Page B10]
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Shortly ‘before - brmgmg 1n

__,thelr verdict, jurors sent’ the
judge a note saymg they wanted-
. to. let both sides “know and-

‘understand that we do not con-
_51der Islam to be on trial.. . We
~have been empovvered to dehver
-a verdict but.we are powerless to

deliver peace and’ understand-.

-ing.’ You must seek' this- else-
- Where.” - -

o In addmon to dlscnnnnatlon,_
Jjurors ' found the -defendants
guilty-of intentional infliction of
emotional distress, fraud,.negli-’ .-
- gence and conspiracy to defraud -
o Muhammad 60,. who holds a.:

gmasters degree and doctorate :
“from  ‘Columbia University .in" .

-New York, had been-involved.in-
Islamic . education ‘most of ‘her .
. career;: She came - from. Sacra-

mento.in 1998 to ‘run’ Orange

Creéscent. The “school was. ac-

credited the: next year, -

Muhammad charged in- her '
suit that Mirza, the new school ™ ;
- board president in 2003, had se: =
~cretly planned  to. replace her
'with the vice- prmcipa.l a Paki-"
.stam unmig'rant ‘The suit also*
said Mirza had reneged on an
agreement giving her a new two-‘j“
‘year, contract- with ‘a’raise to -
,$65 000 a year and’ instead put:

i .her on probatmn e
“Muhammad Said ‘Mirza ver-
. ba‘lly ‘attacked her: gt,a school:
‘board meeting and 'that she
'asked for an. apology When. it
. never came; she asked for a hear-
ing - ‘before ‘the’ Majlis-e-Shura )
.the socletys .governing board.

Shortly :afterward, on Sept 16,

. 2003, shewasfired. ,
- “She did the ‘unthinkable,’ ”
;Connor said. “She questioned
the authonty of an elder,.and

she’ S'a woman -and he’s & man.

Those would never be legit rea--
'sons anywhere in the U.S.for ﬂrw i
-"'jngher” L '
A report on the ﬁnng, by the,’,

;'Councll on Islamic Education a;

group of Islarmc scholars from
around the country, said the de—

-cis:,on to- fire: Muhammad Wwas

hesty, ‘unethical, unprofessional

“and a violation of Islamiic princi-
".ples. - The -council had  heard
~sbout the: ﬁrmg and decided to

investlgate ‘according’ to Mu:

' hammad’s previous attomey

The council warted that the .
matter could vnden & Tift be-

.v-tween lmmmgrant and U.8.-born’
- -Muslims and “invariably-be seen

as proof that unrrngrant Muslim

‘communities ‘ look- at . -African.
" American- Mushms as thieir: m
',...fenors. : ' v



